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The Arab world lives several situations and problems as: wars, poverty, globalization and modernity.
Because of these hard situations, people –especially the youth- affected and get confused:  They influenced in this ambiances around 
them.
They are working to find way and goal for their life. 
Inside this errant, it increases the desire to escape Out of the Circle of their life and country. Maybe they will find refuge for their 
dreams and arts.
The Project of Out of the Circle, It is an artistic experience for six youth artists from two Arabic countries (Egypt & Syria) in year 2008. 
They are gathered to discover their visions, their feelings out of the circle of their life and countries.
Also how this experience can affect their arts and discover themselves through communications, discussions and observing outside 
the circle of their daily life and discover the others
The project is based on organizing workshop and exhibition in these two countries for the six artists.
We will start by making workshop where the artists will meet, work, discuss and discover the new country.
After the workshop we will exhibit the artworks of these six artists adding the artworks executed during the workshop 
At the end of each workshop, there will be a panel discussion attending by artists, and critics. To assess this experiment in each coun-
try, also there will be art works resulting of the workshop and the creativity change of each artist that happened during the time outside 
their circles. 
Why we have chosen Egypt & Syria as place of the project
All of us know the important role of these two countries in the history of the region in the past and now. 
As we not neglected the following reasons:
-Great arts history of the two countries
-Damascus is the capital of Arab culture in 2008
-Year 2008 will be a great opportunity to  meet with Arab creators in Damascus 
-The two countries have commons history, future hopes, conditions and economics dreams 
-Egypt and Syria are still new for the contemporary arts and they are trying to find their opportunity to exhibits for young talented artist
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Ziad Al Halabi

Untitled, Mixed media on wood, 2007, 165x120 cm.
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Under Cover, Mixed media on canvas, 2008, 50x70 cm.
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Shahin Abd Allah

Untitled, Mixed media on canvas, 2008, 60x80 cm.
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Untitled, Mixed media on canvas, 2008, 100x70 cm.
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Nisrine Boukhari

Untitled, Mixed media, 2008, Real size.
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Untitled, Mixed media, 2007, Real size.
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Asmaa El-Nawawy

Untitled, Oil on canvas, 2007, 61x50 cm.
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Untitled, Oil on canvas, 2007, 80x120 cm.
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Haytham Nawar 

Untitled, Lithograph, 100x70 cm.

13



Untitled, Lithograph, 2005, 100x70 cm.
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Ahmed Abdel Fatah

Untitled, Aluminum, 2008, 16x28x47 cm.
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Untitled, Wood, 2006, 81x21x34 cm.
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Syrian
Artists

Ziad Alhalabi

Place of Birth: Damascus, Syria
URL: www.zhalabi.com 
E-mail: info@zhalabi.com 

Background and Education:

- B.A in painting, Fine Art faculty, graduated fine art at Damascus 
University,

Collective exhibitions:

- “Cross Generations” honoring exhibition for Syrian Contemporary 
Art during the Festival of “the Cultural Days of Damascus in Istan-
bul”, Turkey, 2006
- “Artist2006” the 16th Istanbul International Art Fair, Istanbul, Turkey, 
2006
- “Tendencies” Jabri house Gallery, Damascus, 2006
- “3 Syrian Artists” Ahmad Shawki Museum, Cairo, Egypt, 2006
- “Psychedelic” Athena Municipality, Greece, 2006
- Exhibition in Dar Albaath Gallery, Damascus, Syria, 2006
- “Artist2005”, the 15th Istanbul International Art Fair, Istanbul, Tur-
key, 2005
- “The Colors of Damascus”, supported by Ricerca e Cooperazione 
Italian NGO & the European Commission, 2005 
Exhibited in Two places: Mustafa Aali Gallery, Damascus,
By the organization, Rome, Italy
- “Greetings to Teshreen”, 2004
- Damascus festival for culture & history, 2004 “The 2nd Award”
- The annual youth exhibition, Alrewak Gallery, Damascus, 2004
“The Dean of artist award”
- Exhibition of Graduated artists in French Cultural Center, Damas-
cus, 2003
- “3.2.1”, in German Cultural Center, 9/12/03 to 8/1/04 

Collective Exhibitions for photograph:

- “Our Life, Our Environment” Mustafa Aali Gallery, 2006
- “Cross Visions” Rome, Italy, 2006
- “Al-Thani award” Qatar, 2005

Art Workshops:

- Photograph Workshop, American Cultural Center, 2006
- Workshop for young artists supported by Ricerca e Cooperazione 

Italian NGO & the European Commission, 2005
- Installation Workshop, Dutch Cultural Center, 2003
Video art festival participation:

- “FIAV” Casablanca, Morocco, 2008, video art: (Even)
- “Magmart” Naples, Italy, 2008, video art: (Even)- “The Mirror Stage” 
Limassol, Cyprus, 2008, video art: (Even)
- Cyprus International Short Film Festival” Nicosia, North Cyprus, 
2008, video art: (Even)
- “Isolomania” Limassol, Cyprus, 2008, video art: (Even)
- “Start From Zero” Athens, Greece, 2007, video art: (Even)
- Festival “Miden”, Kalamata, Greece, 2007, video art: (Even)
- Festival “Les Instants”, Marseille, France, 2007, video art: (Even)
- The 2nd Video Art festival, Cairo, Egypt, video art: (Even)

He has participated in:

- “8th International Miniature Art Biennial” Canada, 2006

Shahin Abdullah

Place of Birth: Hasaka, Syria
E-mail: smaky11@yahoo.com 

Background and Education:

- Professor in Fine Arts Faculty/Damascus
- Preparing to the Master’s degree, Damascus University
- B.A in painting, Fine Art faculty, Damascus University, 2004

Collective exhibitions:

- Exhibition of Fine arts Professors, 2008
- The 1st Symposium of Fine Arts Faculty, Palmyra, 2007
- Ayyam exhibition, Ayyam Gallery, 2007
- Exhibition of Fine arts Professors, 2007
- The annual youth exhibition, AlRewak Gallery, Damascus, 2003

Individual Workshop:

- Atassi Gallery, 2008

Art Workshops:

- “Sound of Stone” Spanish Cultural Center, 2007
- Animations and Paintings Workshop, ECUME, 2007
- Photograph Workshop, With the artist Alan Scarouli, 2005
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Nisrine Boukhari

Place of Birth: Damascus, Syria
Date of Birth: March, 15, 1980
Gender: Female
Address: All Art Now - Bab Musala St – 
Damascus – Syria – P.O.Box14136
Fax: 00963 11 221 76 22
E-mail: nisrin@allartnow.com

Background and Education:

- Preparing to the Master’s degree, Damascus University
- Diploma in Sculpture, Fine Art Faculty, Damascus University, 
achieving a first class Degree, 2006
- B.A in Sculpture, Fine Art faculty at Damascus University, achieving 
a first class Degree, 2004

Collective exhibitions:

- “Cross Generations” honoring exhibition for Syrian Contemporary 
Art during the Festival of “the Cultural Days of Damascus in Istan-
bul”, Turkey, 2006
- “The annual Exhibition for Syrian Artists” Khan Asaad Basha, Da-
mascus, Syria, 2006
- “Artist2006” the 16th Istanbul International Art Fair, Istanbul, Turkey, 
2006
- “Tendencies” Jabri house Gallery, Damascus, 2006
- “3 Syrian Artists” Ahmad Shawki Museum, Cairo, Egypt, 2006
- “Psychedelic” Athena Municipality, Greece, 2006
- Exhibition in Dar Albaath Gallery, Damascus, Syria, 2006
- “Artist2005”, the 15th Istanbul International Art Fair, Istanbul, Tur-
key, 2005
- “The Colors of Damascus”, supported by Ricerca e Cooperazione 
Italian NGO & the European Commission, 2005 “3rd Award” 
Exhibited in Two places: Mustafa Aali Gallery, Damascus,
By the organization, Rome, Italy
- Damascus festival for culture & history, 2004, “3rd Award”
- The annual youth exhibition, Al-Rewak Gallery, Damascus, 2004
“3rd Award”
- “3.2.1”, in German Cultural Center, 9/12/03 to 8/1/04
- Exhibition of Graduated artists in French Cultural Center, Damas-
cus, 2003

Collective Exhibitions for photograph:

- “Osmanian Monuments in Damascus” Istanbul”, Turkey, 2006
- “From Damascus” Istanbul”, Turkey, 2006
- “Our Life, Our Environment” Mustafa Aali Gallery, 2006
- “Festival of Euro-arab” Hamburgh, Germany, 2006
- “Cross Visions” Rome, Italy, 2006

- “International Humanity photo” China, 2006
- “Photos palms” Saudi Arabia, 2006
- “Al-Thani award” Qatar, 2006
- “Contemporary Photographic Arts” The American Cultural Center, 
2002

Art Workshops:

- Syrian & Dutch sculptor’s workshop, Dutch Cultural Center, 2007
- Photograph Workshop, American Cultural Center, 2006
- Workshop for young artists supported by Ricerca e Cooperazione 
Italian NGO & the European Commission, 2005
- Installation Workshop, Dutch Cultural Center, 2003
- Photograph Workshop, French Cultural Center, 2002
- Photograph Workshop, Directed by Jane Lee, American Cultural 
Center, 2002

Video art festival participation:

- “FIAV” Casablanca, Morocco, 2008, Them-Me
- “Magmart” Naples, Italy, 2008, Winners award, permanent collec-
tion of Casoria International Contemporary Art Museum, (Them-Me)
- “KinoLewchyk” Lviv, Ukraine, 2008, Winners award, Music Video: 
(Monoconcept)
- “In Transition” Russia, 2008 (Them-Me)
- “The Mirror Stage” Limassol, Cyprus, 2008, (Them-Me)
- Cyprus International Short Film Festival” Nicosia, North Cyprus, 
2008, (Them Me – The Veil – Monoconcept)
- “Isolomania” Limassol, Cyprus, 2008, (Them-Me)
- “Start From Zero” Athens, Greece, 2007 (Them-Me)
- 9e Festival des Cinemas different de Paris, “Portrait” Projects, 
Paris, France, 2007, (Them-Me)
- “Miden”, Kalamata, Greece, 2007, (Them_Me)
- “Les Instants”, Marseille, France, 2007, (Them-Me)
- The 2nd Video Art festival, Cairo, Egypt, 2007, (Them-Me)

She has participated in:

- “Night Comers” project during Istanbul Biennale 2007, (Them-Me)
- “8th International miniature art biennial” Canada, 2006
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Egyptian
Artists

Asmaa El Nawawy

Born in (1981), Cairo, 
Assistat in faculty of fine art painting department, Helwan university,

Group exhibition:

-Group exhibition in Italy (Rome) 2003-2004(italiaegitto) culture 
communication
-Group exhibition in Italy (Rome) 2005 (mostra di pittura)
Salon of small pieces (autumn exhibition) (1999-2000),
-El Talaya exhibition (41-43) (2001-2003)                             
-2 exhibition in faculty of fine art (el entifada, student exhibition 
 (1999-2000-2001-2002)
-Exhibitions in Obera house, Gallery Ebdaae, Gallery Kourtoba, 
-Gallery Extra for (one shot)(El laqta El Wahda) (Darp El Lbana, 
-Arbat Shabya, Gzeret El Dahb, Walls), exhibition of Salon of Youth 
(1999-2001-2002) 
-Group exhibition in fine art faculty for student from 1999 to 2003.
-Group exhibition in cairo atallery (Seven) 1999 (Six) 2001.
-Group exhibition in Picasso gallery (non & Fonon) 2004
-Group exhibition in Kan el magraby Gallery (The Youth of2001) 
& 2 group exhibition on the title of (7 talanted momen ) 2005-2006& 
group exhibition on the title of (in the frame) 2007-2006
-Group exhibition in El Shomoo Gallery (new tallanted). 
-Group exhibition in Cairo Gallery (Ebdaa) 2002.
-Group exhibition in Alexandria Faculty of Fine Arts (Ebadaa 2) 
2002.  
-Salon of Drawing (Black & White) 2004. 
-Group exhibition for the Talented woman artist 2004. 
-Group exhibition in Athina beside the olimpic 2004.
-Group exhibition in fnon gallery 2005.

Single exhibition:

Single exhibition in el Gzeraa Gallery 2004.
-Prizes : 
-Prize at exhibition of Talya (2000)
-Honor prize in painting at Helwan university (2003).
-Honor prize in drawing at Salon Youth (2001).
-Honor prize in painting at salon of youth 2004.
-The prize of sakyet el sawey (the wheal of cultural)at the salon of 
youth 2005.
-the prize of alex bibliotic at the salon of youth 2006 .
-Workshops
-2 grafic Work shops beside the salon of youth and the graphic festi-
val 2004-2003

Haytham Adel Nawar 

1978 / Gharbia, Egyptian.
E-mail : haythamnawar@gmail.com,
Website : www.haythamnawar.com

Academic Qualifications:
2007 December
M.D. “The Effect of Digital Graphic Treatment on the contemporary 
visual arts”
2000 August
B.Sc. in Graphic Dept., Faculty of Fine Arts.
Helwan University - Cairo/Egypt.
Art Critic in Portrait (Fine Art Magazine)

Artistic Exhibitions, Participations and Awards:

1998 - 1999 In The Name Of “Bashaer 1” Wood Cut, Cairo.
1999 In The Name Of “Civilization and Dangerous” Wood Cut, Cairo.
1999 – 2000 – 2001 The Annual Salon of Small Art Works, Cairo.
2001 The Egyptian Contemporary Printmaking Art Exhibition, Cairo.
2002 The 2nd Egyptian Creative Arts and Crafts Caravan, Alexandria.
2002 The 4th Nile Salon for photography, Cairo
2003 The 4th Egyptian International Print Triennial, Alexandria .
2003 The 43rdPioneers Exhibition, Fine Arts lovers Association, Inta-
glio, Cairo.
2003 The Annual Salon of Small Art Works 6, Photography - Video 
Installation,
Cairo.
2003 The 15th Annual Salon of Youth, Video Art, Art Palace, Opera 
House, Cairo.
2003 The 28th National Exhibition for Fine Arts, Cairo.
2004 Selected works of Egyptian Graphic art in the twentieth century, 
Bibliotheca Alexandrina, Alexandria.
2004 The 1stSalon of Drawing (Black/white), Alexandria.
2004 – 2005 Annual Salon of Youth, Drawing, Cairo.
2004 “Second Dimension”, Media Art, Goethe Institute, Cairo.
2004 The Annual Salon of Small Art Works 7, Drawing, Cairo.
2004 The 5th Nile Salon for photography, Cairo.
2005 Exchange Exhibition Egyptian Korean Art, Drawing + Collage, 
Cairo.
2005 The 3rd National Graphic Exhibition, lithography, Cairo.
2005 In The Name Of “Still Life”, Computer Art, Gezira Art Center, 
Cairo.
2005 “Aslam Al Haky”, Sound Installation,Al Darb El Ahmar, Islamic 
Cairo.
2005 “Kan zaman”, Media Art, Al Darb El Ahmar,Islamic Cairo .
2005 The 29th National Exhibition for Fine Arts, Drawing, Cairo.
2005 The 12emeBiennale Internationale De La Gravure Et De Nou-
velles Images De
Sarcelle, Val De France, lithographie, France.
2006 “Nude” Drawing, ibdaa gallery, Cairo.
2006 The 5th Egyptian International Print Triennial, lithography, 
Alexandria.
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Ahmed Abdel Fattah

Born in Cairo in 1977 
Year 2000 Graduated from Faculty of Fine arts, Helwan University with 
Excellence grade and on the same year nominated to be assistant at 
department of Sculpture, Faculty of Fine Arts, and Helwan University 
2007 Obtained his Master Degree.
 
Exhibition:

International First Trienale – Turkey (1997)
Salon of Small Pieces – Cairo (2002 – 2003)
Salon o Youth – Cairo (2002 – 2004 – 2005)
National Exibitio – Cairo 2003
Group Exhibition at 5x5 hall – Cairo 2004
Group Exhibition at Fine Arts Friends – Cairo 2004
Exhibition at “Atelier du Caire”, Rateb Sedik’s Prize
Exhibition of Egyptian Contemporary Art – Athens 2004 
First meeting for stones, Mahmoud Moukhtar Museum, Cairo 2004
“Solo” Exhibition in Fenoun Hall, Dokki, Cairo 2005
“Solo” Exhibition in “ Atelier du Caire”, Cairo 2005
“Solo” Exhibition in Khan El-Magrabi, Cairo 2006

Scholarships:

1997 Mirette – Italy
2003 – Turkey
2003 – Bologna - Italy

Collections:

Egyptian Contemporary Arts Museum
Ceramics Center, Cairo

2006 Solo Exhibition In The Name Of “Emergency” Video Installation, 
Cairo.
2006 In The Name Of “10+ 10” 10 from Egypt and 10 from France, 
lithography,
Portrait Art Gallery, Cairo, Mahmoud Saied Museum, Alexandria.
2006 “The First Solo Exhibition Compition”, Video Installation, Cairo.
2006 The Egyptian Contemporary Art Exhibition, Bosnia and Herze-
govina.
2006 “Stars of the Day”, Drawing, Horizone 1, Cairo.
2007 “Spring of Arts”, Jusuit Cultural Center, Alexandria.
2007 The 18th Annual Salon of Youth, Alexandria.
2007 The 1stInternational Painting Symposium Organized, Cairo.
2007 Los Mejores Artistas Egipcios Contemporáneos, España.
2007 Mediterranean Dialogues, Vedio, France.

Participations

Member in Syndicate of Plastic Arts, Egypt.
Member in Cairo Atelier, Egypt.
Member in (AICA) Associations Internationale des Critiques d’art, 
Paris, France.
2001-2004 workshops in media art and photography with Goethe 
Institute,
Instituto Cervantes, Pro Helvetia, Cairo.
2004 “Work shop” in Media Art, Cairo.
2005 “Work shop” in Light and Sound Installation, Goethe Institute, 
Cairo.
2006 The International Symposium in Parallel with The 5th gyptian 
International
Print Triennial, Cairo
2007 “Artist Talk” in F+F School for Art and Media Design, Zurich, 
Switzerland.

Awards:

2004 1st Prize in Drawing, The 16th Annual Salon of Youth
2004 2nd Prize in Photography, The 5th Nile Salon for photography
2005 3rd Prize in Drawing, the 17th Annual Salon of Youth
2005 / 2006 A Sabbatical Grant from the Egyptian Ministry of Culture
2006 Certificate of Appreciation “The First Solo Exhibition Competi-
tion” the Supreme
Council of Culture, Culture Ministry
2007 Resident Artist Grant from Pro Helvetia - Artist In residence, F+F 
School for
Art and Media Design, Zurich, Switzerland.

Acquisitions:

National Center of Fine Arts.
The Museum of Egyptian Modern Art, Cairo.
Graphic Art Museum (under construction) 15th May city, Cairo.
Cultural Development Fund, Cairo.
Administration of Cultural Palaces, Cairo.
Mairie de Sarcelles, France.
Private Collection in Egypt, Algeria, France and Germany.
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Art & Management Team

From Egypt

Arts Curator

Elham Khattab

Born in 14 February 1981, Cairo, Egypt. She is graduated from faculty of Fine Arts, Graphic & Illustrations section, Helwan University, year 2004. 
She worked and trained in Arts and Administration during the faculty but year 2005 she started working in art management professionally and year 
2006 she joined the team of the Cairo International Film as the coordinator for the guests with films in the festival. 
Also she participated the last three year in many art & culture management workshops and events in Egypt, Morocco and Jordan. 
Now she is the program coordinator for Arts Exhibitions in Sakiat El-Sawy (culture center in Cairo) since September 2006, during this period she 
organized many international and local exhibition like the World Press Photo, UNICED and UN development exhibitions.
And lately, she is chosen by the American culture section in the American embassy in Cairo as participant in International Leadership Visitor Program 
in States, April / May 2008. 
Mean while she have many goals for arts and art crafts career. She works in independent art projects for supporting young talented artists. With 
exhibiting and marketing for their art works inside and outside of Egypt.
Project “Out of the Circle” is her first independent project that has been chosen from Mawred El-Thakafy organization for funding for the first part in 
Damascus 2008 and second part will take place in Cairo 2008, September 20008.

      Elham Khattab
Arts Curator
Project “Out Of The Circle”
+2 010 12 88 730
Elham.khattab@gmail.com

Promotor of the project

Mohamed Abdel Dayem

Working and living in Cairo, started his career in arts as an artist. During the period between 1992 and 1995 he worked as an actor at El Hanager 
Arts Center in Cairo and fortunately had a chance to work with some of the most famous directors in Europe, Josef China (Poland) and Pruno Missat 
(France).
He graduated from the Faculty of Education in 1999 and on the same year started to work at the Cultural Development Fund (CDF), Ministry of Cul-
ture. His department is responsible for organizing The International Festivals of the Egyptian Ministry of Culture.
In 2003 a new stage of his profession started when he was awarded the State’s Prize for Artistic Creativity from The Ministry of Culture. The award 
provided him with an opportunity to stay in Italy for one and half year to study arts management and conduct a cultural project on cultural animator to 
enrich his role as arts manager.
After coming back home in 2005 he was nominated to become the Director of the New Project of “Wekalet el Ghouri Arts Center” in Cairo.  Beginning 
form the opening ceremony of October, 2005 he organized and hosted more than 350 art events at Wekalet El Ghouri Arts Center until end of 2007.
Working with the David Atkins Enterprises DAE in 2006 in the Opening and Closing Ceremony of Asian Game Doha 2006 (have been seen by 50000 
spectators at Khalifa stadium (Doha, Qatar) and 1 billion (World wide) also enriched his experience with practical and particular aspects of large 
scale ceremonies and stadium concerts.

Mohamed Abdel Dayem
Promoter of the project
Dayem25@yahoo.com 
Cairo +2 011 57 44 476 
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From Syria

Syrian Curator

Abir Boukhari

Address: All Art Now- Bab Musala St. 
Damascus – Syria – P.O.Box 14136
Fax: 00963 11 221 76 22
E-mail: request@allartnow.com
URL   : www.allartnow.com 

Background and Education:
- One of the founders of “All Art Now” private initiative
- Member of Syrian business women communities 
- The assistant manager of Boukhari for trading
- Achieved French Literature, Damascus University
- Achieved special courses in administration and management

WORKSHOPS
- Cairo Curatorial workshop for contemporary arts with Spanish and Mexican curators, Townhouse Gallery, Cairo, Egypt, May 07
- Cultures managements workshop, Al-Mawred Al-thaqafi, Amman, Jordan, 2007

Practical Experiences:
- Organized participations in many exhibitions, some of the most important is:
“Cross Generations” honoring exhibition for Syrian Contemporary Art during the Festival of “the Cultural Days of Damascus in Istanbul”, Turkey, 2006
Syrian participation in The 15th Istanbul International Art Fair, 2005 & the 16th Istanbul International Art Fair, 2006 Istanbul, Turkey
- “The Window” Individual exhibition of Ousama Diab, Mustafa Ali Gallery, 2006
- “Tendencies” Jabri house Gallery, Damascus, 2006
- “3 Syrian Artists” Ahmad Shawki Museum, Cairo, Egypt, 2006

She supports some youth Syrian artists to realize video arts and to participate in many international festivals as: Russia, Cyprus, Ukraine, Cyprus, 
Greece, France, Turkey, Greece, France, Egypt, and Morocco 

She launched the web site www.allartnow.com to promote
Create space for workshop & contemporary arts
Make private institutions studies of drawing, paintings, engraving & Graphic design
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